Lake Mead

part of the first national recreatlon areain the N atlonal Park Service.
Today 1.5 million acres attract over six million people each year.

MODERN EXPLORERS find solitude and beauty any time of year. Hot
weather beckons you to the lakes, where you can fish, swim, and boat to
less-visited sites. Cooler weather entices you to explore the Mojave Desert
on foot, using established trails or traveling crosscountry. The park’s
website (www.nps.gov/lake) offers many ideas for your adventures.

Nine wilderness areas await
your exploration. Some, like
Muddy Mountains Wilder-
ness, extend beyond the

Life at Lake Mead

HEDGEHOG CACTUS forms barrels covered

with spines. The flowers bloom in spring

‘and vary from this. magenta to a deep red,
fte the

A Hard Place with Soft Edges

To describe the how and why of the

rocks here, geologists use words like
crash, strike, smash, collide. Massive lakes now are the two that humans
blocks of Earth’s crust have broken have created. £

apart, crashed together, slipped past Y, f &
each other, spread apart, and been These new lakes, Mead and Mohave, |
forced up or down thousands of feet. continue to change this landscape. As \
The heat of magma (molten rock) lake waters soften canyon walls, the -
deep below the surface powers this | rocks erode. Sediment drops to the
action, which has been ongoing for bottoms of the lakes. il
_ almost two billion years.

Each left behind layerédof sediment
- that hardened into rock. The only

. As you explore Lake Mead country,

" consider how rock and water have
created this land of hard places and
soft edges.

The softer action of seas and lakes

also has been changing the surface of
this land. Vast, shallow seas moved in
and away. Lakes rose and evaporated.

In the American
Southwest, I began a
lifelong love affair
with a pile of rock.
—Edward Abbey

& JACK LOEFFLER

_Trilobites lived in the
ancient ocean that
covered some of this
area. They became
extinct more than 250
million years ago.

Lake Mead National Recreation Area

Arizona / Nevada

[his fabulous playground spreads-écroSs alandscape exposing
istory of Earth. You can see billion-year-old rocks,
' lava that ﬂowed millions of years ago, and the remains of ancient
| seas. Other national parks have some of these geologic features,
| but at Lake Mead National Recreation Area the rangers say you
| can see “millions of years in one place.”

Across it all lies the Mojave Desert, a dry land full of plants'
| and animals that have adapted to thrive with little water. The
. desert makes up 87 percent of the park; the rest is water.

| Lakes Mead and Mohave hold more than four trillion gallons of
| water, most of it coming from the Colorado River. Lake Mead is
e oLereau | the largest and one of the cleanest reservoirs in North America.
'Frl‘rt:t L‘:,':: :\n;ad :m'm%ers | Over 25 million people depend on this lake for their drinking
in the distance. | water.
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park. This hiker is looking

-

. Look for the GREAT EGRET standing in
shallow watev, waiting for a frog, fish, or
other aquatic animal to move. When a
prey moves, the egret stabs the water

COLORADO RIVER

HIDDEN RIVER From its snowy beginnings in
the Rockies, the Colorado River runs more than

ybn into lakes Mead and Mohave. The lakes
rise hundreds of feet above the old riverbed,
which is still the border between Arizona and
Nevada. Davis Dam, at the park’s southern
' edge, releases the river to flow south towar

e,

Twould defy anyone
to make a journey by

- boat through those
still, weird chasms
and down that yet
mysterious River, and
not be brought under
by their influence.

—John Wesley Powell
NPS / GRCA

A GOLDEN EAGLE lifts off when BIGHORN
RAMS clamber into sight. Like all bighorn
heep, desert blghorns have concave
th

300 miles-before-flowing-outof-the Grand-Can—- 4

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

X plateau, domlnates many views from
the shore of Boulder Basin. Behind it,
Wilson Ridge rises to 5,455 feet. The

1983, The lake |
fl uctuates.
fl?S .‘_MIDREWJ CATTO|

This unusual combination of desert and water is home to 900

_species of plants and 500 species of animals, including 24 th
are rare and threatened. Plants of one kind or another bloom
throughout the year. As you notice the diversity of llfe thmk
about how they manage to survive.

Eight developed visitor areas welcome you with a variety of
services like marinas, docks, restaurants, and campgrounds.
Enjoy ranger-led hikes and programs. Explore nine wilderness
areas and miles of undeveloped lakeshore. They provide places
of solitude, quiet, and beauty that

will refresh and delight you.
COLLARED LIZARD
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Watch out for NOTCH-LEAF PHACELIA. Its
stn:ky hairs might give you a rash. Those
alrs fllter the mtense desert sunlight
o d

Two massive faults
meet at a right angle
and guide the river
into a sharp turn south,

Lake Havasuy i

Black-tailed

jackrabbit * &
! it

The Land of Little Rain

Desert
tortoise
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Yucca moths
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Exploring Lake Mead National Recreation Area

LIBERTY BELL ARCH Lace up |
your boots for a walk into the
wild country on the rim of the
Black Canyon. This arch formed
when a stream cut through the
softer rock beneath a hard vol-
canic layer. Explore geologic
history by hiking other areas of
the park.

© GUILAIN DEBOSSENS

REDSTONE Walk among spec-
tacular red rocks, which are
sand dunes formed about 200
million years ago. At that time
this area would have looked like
the Sahara Desert. Iron particies
held the sand together and
oxidized over time to turn the
rocks red.
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GRAPEVINE CANYON Look for
petroglyphs as you enjoy a
short walk into Bridge Canyon
Wilderness. A seasonal spring
near this petroglyph probably

WILLOW BEACH Come to this
secluded visitor area to explore
the Black Canyon. The canyon
is named for the dark volcanic
rock that flowed and cooled

attracted early native people to
the site. Perhaps you will see
desert bighorn sheep on the
rocks.
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*13 to 16 million years ago. The
Colorado River cut through the
rocks, revealing the geologic
history of this area.
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TEMPLE BAR Launch your boat
in the shadow of The Temple,
rising high above the water. its
golden layers are solidified sedi-
ments from ancient seas. Far
from the crowds of Boulder
Basin, this area provides access
to the remote eastern reaches
of Lake Mead.

& KAREN KISER

HISTORIC RAILROAD

TRAIL Foliow the route of
trains that hauled supplies to
build Hoover Dam. Enjoy spec-
tacular views of Boulder Basin.

BLACK CANYON This steep-
walled canyon begins below
Hoover Dam. You can launch a
water-based exploration from
several sites around Lake

NPS 7 ANDREW | CATTOIR

Mohave. With its cold moving
water and steep walls, the Black
Canyon retains a feel of the old
Colorado River.
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